June 2026
Volume 14, Issue 2 “Ilmai “Ews

I Village of Osceola (715) 294-3498 info@myosceola.com www.vil.osceola.wi.us

VILLAGE INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

The Village of Osceola has several major infrastructure projects underway this
summer. We appreciate residents’ patience as these improvements are
completed.

RIDGE ROAD IMPROVEMENTS

Construction on Ridge Road is progressing well. The sidewalk connection along
Ridge Road is partially complete, and the remaining trail section has its gravel
base installed and is scheduled to be paved later this summer. The Ridge Road
project is anticipated to be substantially complete by August 31st.

WATER TOWER BLUFF WATER MAIN PROJECT

The Water Tower Bluff water main replacement project is currently underway. For safety reasons, access to the trails
located on top of the bluff is temporarily closed during construction.

Motorists can expect occasional turn-lane closures throughout the project; however, two lanes of traffic on Highway
35 will remain open for the duration of construction, except for a planned water main connection. During that
connection, Highway 35 will be closed for approximately 24 hours. The Village will provide advance notice and post
the closure date on the Village website and social media channels once it is confirmed.

3RD AVENUE / RIVER STREET RECONSTURCTION PROJECT

Construction on the 3rd Avenue and River Street project is scheduled to begin on July 6t. All work occurring on
Highway 35 is expected to be completed by the end of July.

Construction activities on River Street and 3rd Avenue will continue through the summer and fall, with substantial
completion anticipated by October 31, 2026. A final surface lift of pavement will be placed in 2027 as to not impact
the street with anticipated construction activities at the Osceola Bluff Apartments project.
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LIBRARY NEWS, by Anne Miller |

The library is now well into this year’s Summer Learning Program where children ages 0-18 can Unearth A Story!
The children are encouraged to participate in this year’s program where we have events on Thursday afternoons at
4pm through the end of July (adults are also encouraged to attend the Thursday afternoon programs!). Check the
calendar on our website or Facebook events page for each week’s event topic. The reading portion of the program
runs through August 13, with weekly drawings for gift certificates from local businesses, and grand prize drawings
at the end of the program in August. If your children haven’t registered yet, there is still plenty of time to get them
signed up and tracking their reading! Watch for information about our Teen After Hours at the Library Programs
too! The library would not be able to bring our summer program to our community without the monetary support
from our community’s businesses and organizations. Thank you to all those that donated to the Summer Learning
Program to keep the youth in our community engaged in learning throughout the summer!

Do you need Wi-Fi access at your home, cabin, or while camping? The library is excited to now have five Mobile
Hotspots that are available for 2-week checkout periods. What do you need to check one out? You need to be 18+
years of age, have a library card in good standing (fines under $10 and no lost or damaged items on the card) with
you, and read and sign the Mobile Wi-Fi Device User Agreement. Stop into the library for more information.

Check out our Facebook page and website (osceolapubliclibrary.org) for a listing of library events and programs.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Osceola Farmers Market ~ Fridays, June 12t through October 9t from 2-6 pm
Osceola Community Fair ~ September 11 - 13, 2026
Wheels & Wings ~ September 12, 2026

St. Croix ArtBarn ~ www.stcroixartbarn.org

Osceola Braves - www.osceolabraves.com
Wednesday, July 8t vs. St. Paul Mudhens @ 7:30 pm
Friday, July 10th @ New Richmond Millers @7:30 pm
Sunday, July 12th @ Hudson River Rats @ 1:00 pm
Wednesday, July 15t vs. Metro Knights @ 7:30 pm
Friday, July 17t @ Ellsworth Hubbers @ 7:30 pm
Friday, July 24t vs. Plum City Blues @ 7:30 pm
Saturday, July 25t @ Prescott Pirates @ 1:00 pm
Friday, July 31st vs. Brill Millers @ 7:30 pm

Sunday, August 2nd vs. Cumberland @ 1:00 pm
August 7th-9th State Semi-Final Tournament @ Oakey Park - Times TBD
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PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES REMINDERS

STORM DAMAGE - In the event of a storm, a Storm Event will be declared and
posted on the Village website. Residents will have 7 days to place brush by the
curb. Brush must be stacked neatly, parallel to the curb or road surface and be
less than 3” in diameter and 6’ in length. If a storm event is not declared, it is up
to the homeowner to dispose of the debris. Otherwise, the Village only collects
brush and leaf bags on designated dates in the spring and fall. Items placed
curbside outside of those designated dates is considered a nuisance and the
owner of the property will be contacted.

EMERALD ASH BORER - The Village of Osceola Public Works Forester will begin enforcing Village Code §124-5
Public nuisance; declaration and abatement of diseased trees, primarily infected with Emerald Ash Borer.
Landowners must be notified in writing by the Village Forester that the diseased tree must be abated and will have
15 days to comply with the abatement process. Village of Osceola Urban Forestry code §124-5 in its entirety can
be found at https://ecode360.com/16050137#16050183. If you would like to request a paper copy of the code it
can be retrieved at Village Hall. If you would like to schedule a time to have your private residential trees reviewed,
please call the Village Forester at 715-417-0973.

GRASS CUTTINGS onto the Village Street and onto Sidewalks - Please pick up any grass that has been cut

into the street or on the sidewalk to comply with Village Ordinances. If grass is left on the street or sidewalk it can
enter the storm water that runs to the Lakes and Rivers which will pollute them.

STORM SEWER - Public Works requests that streets and curb lines remain clear of sanitation cans or other items
that may inhibit in keeping your streets clean. We have over 65 hours in the street sweeper in 2026 to ensure we
keep our creek, river and ponds clear of debris. A healthy storm system helps prevent flooding, erosion, and roads
from degrading due to pooling water.

HYDRANT FLUSING - The Osceola Water Department will be flushing mains as weather permits and continuing
until complete. Check our Village website for maps of the flushing area. Additionally, signs will be placed daily to
remind residents that flushing will occur in their neighborhood. Flushing may cause changes in water pressure
and temporary discoloration of the water. If you experience discoloration, the best option is to run an outside
faucet until the water clears up.

OUTDOOR USE METERS - If you are using water to water gardens, irrigate lawns, or fill swimming pools,
consider the installation of an outdoor use meter. This is an additional meter that is plumbed to the exterior
faucets of the home for use that doesn’t contribute to the sewer system. These meters are not charged sewer fees
and are a good option for continued outdoor use. More information can be found on our website under the Utilities
tab.

STREET LIGHTS - If you notice a streetlight that is out or not
functioning correctly, please contact the Village Office at 715-294-
3498 or email us at info@myosceola.com. Please provide us with
the nearest address to the affected street light, which will allow us
to locate the street light and see that it is repaired.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT, hy Chief Bach

Hello, everyone. | hope that you are having a safe and fun-filled summer so far this
year. I just wanted to touch on a couple of department-related topics. Unfortunately,
one of our newly hired officers resigned from the Osceola Police Department in
pursuit of other opportunities which has left us shorthanded. Following this update,
the Village Board voted to freeze our hiring process until the end of the year to
consider the budget for 2027. [ am hopeful that we will be able to continue our hiring
process later this year; however, the reduction in staff will leave gaps in our coverage
until we are authorized to hire another officer. In the meantime, please continue to

contact our office when needed, and as always, call 911 if there is an emergency.

The next topic that [ wanted to talk about is the impact of the current and upcoming construction projects in the
village, namely the road construction we have been seeing. Cascade Street has been affected by several projects
including the project on Ridge Road and the water main project. [ anticipate that we will continue to see congestion
and reduced lanes until these projects are completed, so please plan for these delays and be sure to obey signs and
reduce speed when traveling through these zones to keep the workers and other motorists and pedestrians safe.
We also anticipate delays with the upcoming projects affecting Highway 243 and the bridge later this year and will
do our best to keep you updated on our Facebook page.

With the USA’s 250th anniversary fast approaching on the Fourth of July, | wanted
to touch on the topic of fireworks. Wisconsin is a confusing state when it comes
to the sale and use of fireworks. Essentially, legal fireworks under Wisconsin
law are those that are stationary and remain on the ground (fountains),
sparklers less than 36”, and noisemakers containing % gram of explosive -
everything else is considered a restricted firework. Wisconsin allows restricted
fireworks to be sold, but not used, unless you have a permit issued through a
local municipality. The Village of Osceola has local ordinances on fireworks and
may issue fireworks permits. If you intend on using restricted fireworks within
the village, please apply for a permit 30 days before you do so or you could

receive a citation for fireworks violations. Our officers know that the Fourth of July is notorious for fireworks-
related complaints and we would rather our residents go about celebrating legally rather than receive a citation
for a fireworks offense. If you have any questions about the laws concerning fireworks check out Wisconsin state
statute §167.10 and the Village of Osceola Code Chapter 161.

Finally, I wanted to report that our new outreach event, Cops & Bobbers, was held on June 7t at Millpond Park and
it was very successful and a lot of fun. Thanks to several local sponsors we were able to provide fishing equipment
for everyone to use, as well as food for those that attended. [ was a bit nervous at the beginning of the event because
the fish weren’t biting right away, but they started biting with about an hour left and several kids were able to land
some fish! Thanks for showing up if you attended and we look forward to coordinating this event next summer!
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