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POLICE DEPARTMENT UPDATES, by Andrew Bach 

In other spring-related news, we will begin testing our storm sirens in April in conjunction with Wisconsin Severe 
Weather Awareness Week from April 13th - 17th.  Our first storm siren test will be Thursday, April 16th at 1:45pm and 
we will be testing our sirens on the third Thursday of each month until we’re through the storm season. Please follow 
our Facebook page for more information on when we will be testing the sirens.  We will also be installing an additional 
siren to cover the downtown area of Osceola later this year! 
 
I also wanted to bring up the issue of burning within the village.  We often see a lot of residents doing spring cleanup 
of leaves and brush when the snow melts away, and I just wanted to remind folks that our Village Code 168-16 
prohibits any burning outside of acceptable containers or fire pits.  When you have a chance, please give that code a 
look to make sure that your cleanup efforts this spring are following the Village codes.  Please contact our office if you 
have any questions. 
 
Finally, I wanted to talk about our Animals at Large ordinance, Village Code 168-19.  This code prohibits animals to be 
at large within the Village which is defined as: To be off the premises of the owner and not under the control of the owner 
or a member of his or her immediate family over 12 years of age, either by leash or otherwise.  So please make sure that 
we are using leashes when walking our dogs throughout the Village and that they are not free to run around 
unattended.  If one of our officers encounters an animal at large and we cannot identify or contact the owner, we 
contact Dedicated Animal Control who takes possession of the animal and assesses a fee.  A good way to provide 
officers with a contact for the owner of a dog is to have it registered with the Village, which is required by ordinance, 
in addition to having owner contact tags and rabies vaccination tags attached to the dog’s collar. 
 
Thank you so much for your ongoing support and we look forward to continuing to serve you in the coming months. 
 
Chief Andrew Bach 
Osceola Police Department 
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Happy warm weather folks!  I hope that everyone has had an eventful and cozy winter 
and that you’re ready for the higher temperatures to come rolling in.  I just wanted to 
give a quick department update that the Osceola Police Department is doing very well 
and that our new officers are exceeding expectations in their duties.  If you haven’t had 
the chance to meet them yet, feel free to say hello if you see them out in our community.  
On that note - our final Coffee with a Cop events for the season are going to be Friday, 
March 20th and Friday, March 27th from 8:30am – 10:00am at Caribou Coffee, so please 
stop by and say hello! 
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RECYCLING POLK COUNTY, WI 

 

2026 ELECTIONS 

 

The polling place is at Village Hall, 310 Chieftain Street, for all voters and opens 
at 7 am and closes at 8 pm on election day. 

Upcoming 2026 Elections 
April 7th: Spring Election 

August 11th: Partisan Primary Election 
November 3rd: Presidential Election 

 

 
Photo IDs are required to vote. If registering at the polling place on Election Day you must have resided in the 
Village at least 28 consecutive days preceding the election and provide proof of residency. Questions call Village 
Clerk, Carie Krentz, at 715-294-3498. 

 

Larger versions can be found on village website at www.myosceola.com/residents/news. 

http://www.myosceola.com/


Page 3 of 4 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

Open Book & Board of Review – The annual Open Book and Board of Review dates with the Village Assessor, 
Appraisal Services, will take place this spring. If your property is being reassessed you will receive an assessment 
notice with dates & times of the meetings. Please call Appraisal Services directly if you have questions (715) 834-
1361.  
 

Board Meetings - All Village Board meetings meet the second Tuesday of the month at 6:00 pm and are open to 
the public. There is an opportunity for anyone in attendance to speak to the Village Board. The Village President 
will ask for public comment for matters not on the agenda. This is your opportunity to let Board know your 
questions/concerns/comments about things happening in our community. 

 
Dogs – Please be considerate of your neighbors and don’t let your dog roam outside the yard or bark excessively. 
When walking around the neighborhood or any trail, please pick up your dog waste. Per Village Code §168-19B 
“No person having a dog under his or her control shall knowingly permit such dog to litter upon the property of 
another…” The first offense is a fine of $124.00 and second being $187.00. Dogs must be licensed, leashed, and 
within your control. Dog licenses, for dogs 5 months and older, must be obtained prior to April 1, 2026.  
 

VILLAGE INFORMATION & REMINDERS 

Regular Hours: Monday through Friday 
8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

 

HOLIDAYS – Facility Closed 
Monday, May 25, 2026 

Friday, July 3, 2026 

Stormwater Utility – the Village completed a Stormwater Utility Rate Study dated December 5, 2025, and held two 
public hearings on February 10th and March 10, 2026 to create the ordinance and establish rates, respectively, for a 
Stormwater Utility.  
 
The ordinance was created to better manage stormwater and surface water runoff. This utility is intended to protect 
public health and safety, reduce impacts to the sanitary sewer system, limit flood and erosion, and local waterways. 
Beginning with the May utility bill you will see a charge for a stormwater utility. The ordinance can be reviewed 
online at our website www.myosceola.com, new laws, Ord. No. 26-01 and please call village offices at 715-294-3498 
with any questions.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Outdoor Use Meters - If using water to water gardens, irrigate lawns, or fill swimming pools, consider the 
installation of an outdoor use meter. This is an additional meter that is plumbed to the exterior faucets of the home 
for use that doesn’t contribute to the sewer system. These meters are not charged sewer fees and are a good option 
for continued outdoor use. More information can be found on our website under the Utilities tab. 
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LIBRARY NEWS, by Anne Miller, Director 

We are also busy planning and getting ready for this year’s Summer Learning Program. We are excited about the 
theme, Unearth a Story, and are anxiously awaiting the program’s Kick-off event on June 6.  
 
As always, stop into the library or check our website, Facebook or Instagram for more details about our events. 
 

In April the WMPL will be celebrating the NEA BigRead in the St. Croix Valley with Diane Wilson’s book The Seed 
Keeper. There are events associated with the book at libraries and other locations throughout the St. Croix River 
Valley which you can view at ArtReach’s website (artreachstcroix.org/bigread/). 
 
Specifically at our library we will have take and make seed art kits, and you are invited to bring the finished art you 
create back to the library for display on our gallery wall during the month of May. We will be hosting the “CROP ART: 
seeds, glue, and a toothpick” exhibit at the library April 20-25. On April 22 The Seed Keeper will be the book for the 
monthly WMPL Book Discussion. The grand finale for us will be a plant and seed swap on Saturday, April 25. Bring 
plants, both indoors and outdoors, and seeds to share with the community, and take home new to you plants and 
seeds for your garden and home. 
 

 

PUBLIC WORKS REMINDERS 

 

LEAF PICK-UP - Leaves will be picked up as time permits beginning April 14th 
and running through April 28th.  Leaves MUST be in biodegradable paper bags 
and placed along the curb.  We WILL NOT pick up plastic bags, bags with grass or 
mixed materials, or bags weighing more than 40 lbs. The Village of Osceola Public 
Works department continues to offer the drop-off site at 103 Depot Road. This site 
is open during regular Public Works hours from 7am-3pm to drop off leaf bags and 
small brush. This site is for residents only and contactors will not be authorized to 
use the site.  

BRUSH PICK-UP - Brush needs to be out starting May 4th.  If it is not out by May 4th, IT WILL NOT BE PICKED 
UP.  All brush must be less than 3” in diameter and 6’ in length and stacked neatly and parallel to the curb. Public 
Works will be chipping curbside through Friday May 8th making a single lap of each residence and completing by 
11am.    
 

RIGHT-OF-WAY TREE TRIMMING - Public Works will be conducting right-of-way trimming or removal of trees 
and shrubs through the spring and summer of public and private trees or shrubs impeding roads and sidewalks 
preventing pedestrians, vehicles, line of sight and equipment from safe travel. Private trees impeding roadways 
or vision hanging lower than 13 feet and trees and bushes impeding or hanging over sidewalk must be a minimum 
of 10 feet or are in violation of Village Code. Owner or resident will be responsible for keeping property in 
compliance or be billed appropriately for the work performed by the Public Works department or designated 
contactor. Work conducted and enforcement conforms to Village Code Chapter 124. 
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